Off-pump right atrial thrombectomy for heparin-induced thrombocytopenia with thrombosis.
This report describes a 72-year-old woman with atrial fibrillation who presented with lower extremity ischemia secondary to thromboembolism. After lower extremity thrombectomy, the patient developed heparin-induced thrombocytopenia with thrombosis (HITT). Her postoperative course was complicated by recurrent supraventricular and ventricular tachycardia, secondary to a mobile thrombus in the right atrium extending into the right ventricle. Because administration of heparin was contraindicated, the patient underwent off-pump right atrial thrombectomy during a brief period of inflow occlusion. Postoperatively, she was placed on lepirudin. Her platelet count normalized without any further thrombotic episodes, and she was discharged on warfarin.